The individuals arrested in connection to the selling and consumption of alcohol inside a rented room in G. Mahumaage last Sunday night were four Sri Lankans who worked for Trans Maldivian Airways, Maldives Police Service has said.

During the weekly news briefings held by the Police at their headquarters each Thursday, Police also released the pictures of the four expatriates that they had arrested. However they did not reveal all the details about the detainees, such as their designation at TMA.

The In-Charge of the Drug Enforcement Unit, Sub Inspector Mohamed Jinah, said that the man who was the ringleader of the operation was a man named Sellam Perumage Dharumadhasa and that he had confessed to it during the investigation. Jinah also said that the four had been helped in their operation by another Sri Lankan man who had also worked for TMA in the past.

“He confessed that he had sold alcohol to some locals, Sri Lankans and Indians,” Jinah said. “We are also investigating how he had managed to smuggle the liquor into Male’ also. He says that he had help from another expatriate; a man named Vasantha who had worked for TMA before. However Vasantha left Maldives in 2006 and has not returned. When he left for his country in 2006 on leave and did not return he was fired from his job there. However the investigation has revealed that Vasantha is also involved in this business somehow.”

Police said last Monday that they confiscated 110 bottles of alcohol and two beer cases from the room where the Sri Lankans lived. Jinah said that they had reason to believe there were several others involved in the business and that Police were trying to locate them. He however said that it wasn’t confirmed whether there were locals involved in the business but said that said that the business had been going on for quite some time.

In another incident last Tuesday night, Police arrested two locals who were caught red-handed while stocking alcohol bottles into a room in a house in Male’ called H. Fruit Garden. When asked whether there was any link between the two cases Jinah said that they had not uncovered a link so far.

At the news briefing Jinah also said that several houses in Male’ were stocking alcohol and making a business out of it. He said that a large quantity of alcohol had been confiscated on raids at these places.

When asked how such large amounts of alcohol were being smuggled into Male’ Jinah said that so far they believed that some local and expatriate staff working in the resorts had a hand in it.

“That’s what we think is the most likely scenario at the moment,” he said. “We’ve noticed that usually it’s the local and expatriate staff that work in the resorts who do this without the knowledge of the resort management.”

